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Our Mission
All Kind is a non-profit organization that seeks to improve

animal welfare in the city of Abilene by building a new
animal shelter facility, decreasing homeless pet
overpopulation through accessible spay/neuter programs,
increasing pet retention through expanded foster
programming and adoption events, and offering greater
education and resources through community outreach.
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INTRODUCTION TO FOSTERING
On behalf of the animals, whose lives you are helping to save, THANK YOU! We recognize the
commitment and sacrifice it takes to be a foster parent to puppies, kittens, dogs and cats, hence
why we wanted to start with a message of appreciation.
The community of Abilene is comprised of wonderful, caring people, thriving businesses and a
variety of animals- some of which are provided loving homes and others that are desperately
seeking love and a forever home. While the community has made great strides in their life-saving
efforts over the past few years, we still have a long way to go to make sure that no healthy,
adoptable pet is euthanized or needlessly dies.
Every person who commits to being a foster is helping save the lives of the animals in Abilene and
surrounding communities by taking on the care of an animal(s) which opens more space at
Abilene Animal Services for another animal(s) in need of housing and care. Additionally, the love,
safety and security you provide to the animal(s) you welcome into your home helps these worthy
animals build their confidence and restores their sense of trust in people.
The more you are able to contribute to the growth and development of your foster pet(s) through
training, socializing and of course loving them, the easier it will be to help them find their forever
home. While we here at All Kind are here to support your fostering journey every step of the way,
we depend on you to be the advocate and promoter of your furry fosters. Again, we and they,
thank you!
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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO BE A FOSTER PARENT?

A heart full of love, the desire to give a pet in need a second chance, and dedication to making a
difference! There might be a few more things, but we’ll get to those…
Our goal when it comes to fostering at All Kind is to make this a positive, rewarding experience
for both you and your fur baby. We do this by matching you with the right foster pet(s) for your
lifestyle and schedule and offering you the advice and support you need to be successful.
Once you’ve been matched with your newest foster, get to know them- the good, the bad
and the oh so cute!
Help us build a fun and informative profile aimed at helping people looking to add a pet to
their family.
Spread the word about the amazing furry friend that has joined your household. Post photos
on social media, text or call a friend or family member, take them around town to show them
off... just get the word out!
Create a routine that allows your pet to stay physically, mentally and socially active and
stimulated. Daily short training sessions will help your pet learn acceptable behaviors and
build confidence in their newly learned skills.
Attend adoption events where you can brag about your newest family member and share
everything you know about them to see if you can find the perfect forever family committed
to loving your new buddy!
Revel in the amazing feeling of accomplishment- after all, this will be one of the most
rewarding experiences of your life- and start dreaming of your next furry foster!
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I’M WORRIED I WILL BE A FOSTER FAIL
It’s easy to look at a photo on a website and see an adorable furry face looking back at you or
to look into the pleading eyes of the dog in a kennel at the local shelter and think “That is the
dog for me!” It’s important to remember though, no matter how cute a dog is or how guilty you
may feel seeing a dog confined at the shelter, the key to a successful adoption
is finding the right pet for your life.

WHAT TO EXPECT
There is an adjustment period when bringing a dog or cat into a home from the shelter. Some
dogs may seem calm at the shelter, when really they are afraid, timid, or depressed. Once they
start to feel safe and comfortable, you might discover they have bounds of energy! Some dogs
are quite the opposite. They may seem noisy or energetic at the shelter, when in actuality, they
are keyed up from stress. Once in a safe and stable environment, these same dogs become
gentle and calm.
We try to give dogs the time they need to decompress from their time in the shelter. Dogs that
have only been in the shelter for two weeks may need less time than dogs who have been living
there for three months. There are several things you can do to help them during this time. We
ask all of our fosters to use a crate. This is not only for their safety when you leave them alone,
but for their sense of security. Dogs need a “den,” a place that they know is theirs and that they
can go to anytime they need a “time out” from the world. Dogs also thrive on routines! The more
consistent you are with when you get them up in the morning, when you let them outside, when
you feed them, when you walk them, and when you put them to bed at night, the quicker they
will start to relax. Dogs do well when they know what to expect from you and what is expected
of them.
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WHAT YOU WILL NEED*
Crate
Bedding (old towels or blankets work best as they can be
easily washed)
Dog bowls for food and water (stainless steel or ceramic)
Dog food
Leash (slip leash or leash and collar)
Treats and toys
*If you are unable to provide these items,
we can provide them for you.

WHAT WE NEED
We will ask you to provide regular updates on your foster dog or cat. This includes sending us pics of your foster
pup or kitty, providing us with info about their personalities, and helping us ascertain what type of home he or she
would be best suited for. We will also ask you to bring them to adoption events at various locations around town.
We understand that circumstances can change, but ideally we would ask you to commit to your foster dog or cat
until we find his/her forever home.

Sign Up to be a Foster aka Lifesaver Today!
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